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Weed control is a time consuming and often expensive 

activity for anyone who has acreage or farming lands. The 

hills of Hunchy in the Blackall Range escarpment have a 

particular weed, Japanese Sunflower, that smothers 

cleared inaccessible areas preventing regeneration of 

native 

vegetation. 

The weed 

control is 

also difficult 

and 

expensive 

due to the 

steep and 

difficult 

terrain. 

An innovative weed management demonstration is about 

to unfold using goats to browse the weedy landscape as 

an alternative to expensive traditional weed control 

techniques of brushcutting, bulldozing or spraying. 

Maroochy Waterwatch will be working with Arborcare Qld 

to deliver the project over three properties on the Hunchy 

escarpment. 

Cerran Fawns, CEO of Maroochy Waterwatch, said, “This 

project is about managing a herd of goats to eat the 

Japanese Sunflower in selected areas to determine if this 

is a viable and cost effective option in weed control”. She 

added, “This weed control method has been proven to be 

successful in the USA on some of their inaccessible weeds 

and it is exciting to demonstrate it here on the Sunshine 

Coast”. 

This project is supported by SEQ Catchments, through 

funding from the Australian Government’s Caring for our 

Country and has extensive risk management around the 

use of goats. It is not a mere case of letting them loose on 

the sunflower. The goats will browse the weedy landscape 

using state of the art electro netting fence developed for 

temporary grazing which will also help in managing 

grazing of unsuitable poisonous vegetation for the goats. 

Arborcare Qld have been engaged to manage the 

demonstration site using their eco grazing goats over the 

ten day period.  

Leo Phelan, Managing Director of Arborcare Qld said, 

“Considerable attention has been given to the 

management system of the eco grazing goats and goat 

health considerations throughout the demonstration site”. 

As the eco grazing goats will only be eating sunflower and 

other woody weeds whilst on site, their diet will be 

supplemented with other feed to ensure they remain 

healthy.  

There will also be a goat vet on hand to provide advice if 

needed throughout the grazing of these environmental 

weeds. Mr. Phelan added, “In order to protect the goats 

from wild dog attack whilst on site we have bonded 

livestock guardian dogs, use electro netting fence with a 

full time bush-regenerator/shepherd looking over the goats 

during the day. At night the goats will be secured in a 

purpose built portable goat yard. 

   

 

 

 

Whilst it is still early days with the Eco Goats project, if it is 

deemed successful it may be expanded to other areas and 

weed species. 

YOU’VE HIT THE RIGHT NOTE BILLY 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maroochy-Waterwatch-Inc/113734315315458
http://www.maroochycathmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycathmentcentre.org.au


2  

This newsletter is proudly brought to you by: 

from the Environmental Officer’s Desk 
I have been lucky enough over the last month to visit 

a scientific research lodge in the Tambopata National 

Reserve in Peru, where the Madre de Dios River 

meanders through the Southern Peru rainforest 

region, known as the Biodiversity Capital of Peru. 

The Wildlife in Tambopata Reserve is remarkable, 

from giant and colourful parrots to toucans, macaws, 

tapirs, tamarins, owls, and the gorgeous Southern 

Amazon Red Squirrel, as well as thousands of 

species of butterflies and a large variety of monkeys 

and otters, four species of felines, and more.  

Numerous world records are being broken and new 

species are being discovered constantly. Tambopata 

Reserve holds the world record for the number of bird 

species seen in a single day. 

The lodge is situated on the steep banks of Peru’s 

winding Madre de Dios River, in a private ecological 

reserve deep in 

the Amazon 

Basin 

Rainforest.  

We enjoyed 

a delightful 

combination 

of simplicity 

and luxury.  

 

 

Our lantern-lit, palm-thatched cabaña, designed in the 

fashion of local Ese’ Eja-style huts, was appointed 

with comfortable beds swathed in mosquito netting, 

log chairs, and a writing table, plus umbrellas, and 

lanterns. Every cabaña had a spacious siesta porch 

with hammocks. There was limited electricity and it 

was dark at 5.30 every evening so there were times of 

silence and rest, listening to the amazing sounds of 

the jungle – poison dart frogs and howler monkeys to 

name a few  

During our 

time at the 

resort we 

took part in 

some 

amazing 

research 

trips, as well 

as some 

excursions 

that were 

purely for a 

bit of fun and 

adventure, 

such as piranha fishing!  We visited the remarkable 

wetlands system in the 200-meter boardwalk over the 

Aguajales rainforest swamps. The wooden footbridge 

is elevated 1 meter from the ground to allow space 

when the water rises during the rainy months.  You 

can see the transition of the forest eco system from 

dry to marshlands, and we observed the various 

species of amphibians, reptiles, serpents, birds and 

mammals.  

 

We learnt more about the lush flora and trees, how 

they adapt to the wetland ecosystem, their benefits 

and uses.   

 Of particular interest was spotting the native Salvinia 

molesta and Cats Claw, both species here in 

Queensland being declared weeds.  In the Amazon 

they are used for medicinal purposes, cats claw even 

being used to treat cancer. 

The highlight of the trip was visiting Lake Sandover on 

a giant river otter survey.  An 8 km hike into the 

rainforest, followed by a gentle paddle in a wooden 

canoe, across the beautiful, mirror-like oxbow lake 

that is home to the endangered giant river otter, as 

well as red howler monkeys, macaws, prehistoric 

hoatzins, also called “shanshos”, anacondas, point-

tailed palm creepers and side-neck turtles. Truly an 

amazing place and a wonderful experience. 

Jacquie Smythe 

A domesticated baby Tapir that resided at the lodge. 

Our Cabana 

 Heading out to Lake Sandover on a Giant Otter Survey 

A Bird Eating tarantula! 

Maroochy Waterwatch Inc. Donaldson Rd, (Behind Uniting Church) PO Box 311 Nambour Qld 4560 

Queensland Environmental Sustainable Schools Initiative 

Maroochy Catchment Services  

ECOllaboration 

Coolum Community Native Nursery 157 Warran Rd, Yaroomba Q 4573 

Printing of the newsletter is supported by:  Sunshine Coast Council  
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out and about 

 

It was great to see some friendly faces that had braved 

the very wet conditions to participate at the  

BIGGEST MORNING TEA EVENT held in the office on 

Tuesday 11th June.  

We all had fun and congratulate Paul Russell on his 

raffle win. 

There is not one amongst us that has not been 

touched by the dreaded cancer, whether personally or 

through someone we have known or loved.  

Any contributions to assist in finding better ways of 

dealing with and hopefully finding a cure need to be 

encouraged. 

A huge thanks goes to  the Coffee Place for supplying 

the tea and coffee and to Jacqui for her superb spread. 

. 

sustainability education - happiness to heartbreak 

Helium balloons pose a large risk to marine and wildlife. So much 

so that the Sunshine Coast Council and the New South Wales 

government have enforced laws which make the release of “lighter 

than air balloons” illegal. In the Sunshine Coast area, releasing just 

one lighter-than-air balloon can result in a fine, whilst in New South 

Wales, releasing more than 20 at around the same time incurs a 

fine. 

The risk that these lighter-than-air balloons pose is major, as once 

these balloons are released into the air they ascend into the 

atmosphere up until the point where the lowered temperatures 

burst the balloon. The resultant spaghetti-like strands fall to the 

ground and pose a risk to wildlife due to several factors, which 

include suffocation, strangulation and starvation due to the 

ingestion and/or entanglement in the balloons and the attached 

ribbons or string.  

These risk factors are particularly dangerous for marine life, 

especially our turtles. If the spaghetti-like balloon pieces fall into the 

ocean, there is a large chance that marine life will mistake the 

balloon materials as jellyfish and other food sources. Turtles can 

ingest this material, which often becomes lodged in the digestive 

tract, airway or oesophagus. Turtles are unable to vomit, so the 

material blocks further food being excreted – filling the turtle with 

gas, which quickly makes it become buoyant. Unable to hunt or 

properly swim, the turtles starve or are hit by boats. 

Other marine life faces a similar problem, typically starving due to 

the blockages in their digestive tract. Birds can become entangled 

in the ribbon and string, or ingest the balloon material and meet a 

similar fate. 

Mass releases of balloons create this risk to wildlife and despite the 

usage of 100% biodegradable latex for the balloons, wildlife and 

marine life still die. The biodegradable material degrades at about 

the same rate as an oak leaf under similar conditions – at least on 

land – but there is still substantial time whilst the latex is 

decomposing for wildlife to ingest the balloon materials and meet 

unpleasant fates.  

  Sandy McBride assisted by Reece McIntosh (trainee) 

Balloons can kill Marine Life 
FUN 

CAN BE 

FATAL 
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  Coolum Community Native Nursery  

-Advice from a tree-  
 stand tall and proud 

Go out on a limb 
Remember your roots 
Drink plenty of water 

Be content with your natural beauty 
Enjoy the view 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Nambour Garden Show Jake holds the fort 
(hiding from customers?)  

FREE PLANTS FOR SCHOOLS 

It’s that time again!!  Last year Free 

Plants For Schools had such a wonderful response 

from the schooling community right across the 

Sunshine Coast, and with Schools National Tree Day 

coming up on the 26th July, we thought we had better 

have another go at it.  

Coolum Community Native Nursery  offered free native 

plants for Sunshine Coast Schools from 9th July, 

2013.  The nursery produces large quantities of quality 

local native tube stock plants and believes in sharing 

some of these with our fantastic community of kids 

(and their parents and teachers!) 

RECYCLING 

We are looking for any used tubes/trays. Preferably full 

depth native tubes also 75mm round tubes,  Just drop 

them in at the nursery.  If unattended leave under gate. 

Coolum Community Native Nursery  157 Warran Rd,  Yaroomba.  Qld 4573.  T: (07) 5473 9322  info@coolumnatives.com        

 www.coolumnatives.com  

Goats for Weed Management 

Showcase 

The showcase demonstrates the effectiveness of 

goats as a weed control method—particularly for 

Japanese Sunflower and other weeds in inaccessible 

areas. 

The Japanese 

Sunflower is a 

serious 

environmental 

weed in Coastal 

Queensland and 

Northern New 

South Wales, 

usually found on 

roadsides, 

embankments 

and unmanaged land. It forms dense thickets which 

smother natural vegetation and prevents natural 

regeneration.  

RSVP by Tuesday 8th October 

Contact Hetti Malone on 07 5476 4777 or  

hetti@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au for more 

information. 

Wear long sleeves and trousers, enclosed footwear 

and a hat.  Lunch and refreshments provided.  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:  

 Learn about the goat weed 
control methodology  

 Identify the effectiveness of 
small ruminants as weed 
control in inaccessible 
locations  

 Network with other natural 
resource practitioners  

http://www.coolumnatives.com
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  PROJECT SPARKS LOCAL LAW INTEREST! 

Maroochy Waterwatch Annual Membership  due for July 2013 - June 2014 

Tax deductable donations ($2 and over) will help Waterwatch protect and improve the water quality and biodiversity of our creeks 

and rives, and the life that depends on them. 

http://www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au/catchment/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Waterwatch_Membership_form.pdf 

Vote of thanks 

The recently completed Wetland Rehabilitation Project 

has drawn interest from all facets of the community. 

Two Police Officers on patrol of the Maroochy River 

area decided to pay us a visit on site with particular 

interest into what species we were planting. 

Is that a weed? 

 Questions were fired left right and centre, and 

suspicions eased as the officers realised Maroochy 

Waterwatch were legitimate native tree planters. 

Invitations were extended to the officers as Supervisor 

Allissa George said “I’ve got some spare gloves if you 

boys want to jump out and give us a hand!?!” to which 

they politely declined. But the boys in blue were happy 

to have a photo with me, and wished us a good day on 

their depart.  

Funded as part of the Suncoast Farmflow Project the 

planting comprised of 8000 native tubestock 

successfully installed by the Maroochy Catchment 

Services team with the help of our ever enthusiastic 

volunteers. Many thanks to all who were involved. 

Hetti.   

Photo courtesy Allissa George  

You have probably been aware of the good job our 

CEO Cerran  has been doing in getting the work of 

Maroochy Waterwatch recognised in the wider 

community.  There have been many appearances in 

local reporting agencies, both TV and Newspapers 

regarding our commitment to improving the 

environment and encouraging sustainability.   

The Staff at Maroochy Waterwatch are continually 

involved in spreading the message to diverse groups 

including talks at the SATH courses at U3A and other 

Service organisations. 

It was a particular pleasure to receive the following 

letter from the Probus Club of Nambour 

 

“Dear Cerran, 

A brief note to say “Thank You” for your contribution to 

our meeting of 12-7-13.  Comments have come to me 

expressing pleasure that there are people in our 

community who are willing to go out and get their 

hands dirty, rather than loudly wail about a situation, 

which generally achieves little.  Once again, thank 

you.  

 R.Gilbert, Secretary” 

Natural Area Manager Hetti Malone with two local Constables. 

http://www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au/catchment/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Waterwatch_Membership_form.pdf
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Maroochy Waterwatch River Patrol 

      

      How healthy is your waterway?  

 

Join us at the 2013 Ecosystem Health Report Card launch on Wednesday 23 October at 11:15am 
(11:30am start) until 12:30pm to find out the health of your local waterway. 
The annual Report Card provides 'A' to 'F' health ratings for the waterways of South East Queensland and 
Moreton Bay. It is the culmination of twelve months of scientific monitoring at freshwater, estuarine and marine 
sites throughout the region. 
The launch is an open-invitation, high profile media event held simultaneously at four locations representing 
central, northern, western and southern areas of South East Queensland. 
Thank you to the three organisations hosting the southern, western and northern events this year: 

 

Please RSVP by Friday 18 October through emailing tonia.scholes@healthywaterways.org 

 

Launch Host Venue 

Northern Moreton Bay Regional Council Pelican Park (Bells Beach) 
Hornibrook Esplanade 
Clontarf QLD 4019 

Admiral goes AWOL 
Admiral Glen’s message to his followers…... Time deprived !!!!!!!!!!!!! You have no idea!!  

I say NO EXCUSES Admiral Glen:  How dare you allow life to get in the way of your regular missive. 

Next time!!! 

Diary notes      
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Deadlies and nasties 

It’s tick season again and  because of the exceptionally 

dry and hot  conditions they are here with a 

vengeance! Only the (scrub tick) Australian paralysis 

tick’s venom is dangerous to humans.  There are a 

number of symptoms including itching, lethargy, 

muscle weakness (especially in children) double vision 

and difficulty in swallowing or breathing.  Signs and 

symptoms can develop over several days but allergic 

reactions such as rapid local swelling, wheezing and 

breathing difficulty even causing collapse can occur 

within hours. 

Care and treatment of ticks can include: 

Reassurance 

With signs of allergy seek medical advice immediately, 

use pressure immobilisation if possible. 

Slide the open blades of sharp pointed tweezers on 

each side of the tick and leaver upwards 

Always check the victim’s whole body including ears, 

skin creases and hair for further ticks. 

After removal of the tick victims  consult a doctor for 

further treatment. 

Avoid squeezing the tick because even slight pressure 

may inject more venom. 

How to Avoid Getting Bitten 

Ticks like spending time in shrubbery, where they can 

remain close to the ground in order to jump on people 

or animals that pass by. If you are hiking in the woods, 

wear long sleeves and long pants, and tuck your pants 

into your socks. Wearing an insect repellent also might 

help. 

 

Beware deadly beauty ! 
An Italian family of four was left paralysed after the 

grandmother of the household accidentally garnished 

their pasta with a poisonous plant.  

Mistaking the poisonous herb Devil's Trumpet for a 

bitter green broccoli variant, she sprinkled it on the 

family's evening spaghetti on Monday and fell ill soon 

afterwards along with her husband, daughter and 

young grandson. They were taken to hospital and put 

into a medically-induced coma after another family 

member found 

them collapsing 

and vomiting. 

 

Devil's Trumpet, 

which is officially 

known as  

Datura Metel, is 

highly toxic and 

can be fatal if 

ingested.                                                                          

AFP  

 

WANTED! 
Reward: 

 $$00000000 

We are looking for a generous wiz bang genius. 
With a working knowledge of, and experience in the 

creative suite of Adobe 6 programmes. 

Said genius will have loads of fun in an environment 

that has many talented and like minded people whose 

aims are to inspire the community in the many facets of 

sustainable living, 

environmental protection 

and repair, flora and fauna 

monitoring, water quality 

calibration and recording 

on our rivers and streams 

as well as  collaboration 

and advice on all facets of 

the above. 

Please ring  Cerran 5476 

4777 

Email: info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au 

VOLUNTEER 

Graphic artist /web designer 
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In the office 

DISCLAIMER:  
 
Views and opinions expressed by individuals in this newsletter are those of  the individual concerned.  
This  edition is printed on 100% RECYCLED paper and can be recycled again through your local waste paper collection service.  

Have you ever wondered how the newsletter is distributed?  

 

Craig who is on work experience and currently studying 

Certificate 2 in Skills for work and training and Ashlee, his 

carer ,who is also currently studying Certificate 4 in Disability 

Work. Craig is enjoying his work experience and is pleased 

to be able to assist in getting the newsletter folded and 

posted. 

Over three hundred copies are printed.  It is all hands on 

deck with volunteers and staff contributing to the printing and 

distribution.  The newsletter is emailed to most people, goes 

on our website, Facebook,  delivered to different locations  

and posted out. 

 

Hi there! My name is Reece McIntosh, and I’m the newest member of the Maroochy WaterWatch team.  

I am a Grade 10 student at Nambour State High School and love to play tennis, which I do outside of school for 

several hours a week. In addition, I also love to read a good novel (usually fantasy) and just simply relax. At 

school, my favourite subjects are Japanese and Mathematics, with all of my other subjects a close second. 

However – career wise – I am uncertain as to where I might head, but am greatly interested in various fields of 

science, including Environmental Science, Behavioural Neuroscience and Ecology.  

Despite the fact that I am still at school, I am working at Maroochy WaterWatch as a member of a School-based 

Traineeship. This means that I still go to school for 4 days a week, but  once a week I go to Maroochy 

WaterWatch and contribute to their working environment whilst completing a Certificate III in Business 

Administration. To make up for my lost lessons – in which everything important seems to happen! – I go to 

school early for catch-up lessons every Monday and Friday mornings to ensure that I don’t fall behind in class.  

When the opportunity arose several months ago to undertake a School-based Traineeship in an environmental 

office in Nambour, I leapt at the chance, believing that it 

would be great for me to get a taste of work life in something 

I enjoy, whilst giving me a better chance at a higher OP 

score. It was too great a chance for me to pass up! 

I quickly contacted the school job-placement officer, who set 

me up with WaterWatch. So now I work at WaterWatch, 

helping to lighten other’s work loads and complete my 

Certificate, and will do so for roughly 15 months, or until I 

finish my Certificate III. I have already learnt many important 

work skills – like how to open a letter without ripping it to 

shreds – and doubtlessly will continue to do so for the 

duration of my time with Maroochy WaterWatch. Reece. 

Hopefully we will be able to teach Reece a few more important work skills before he leaves us. Ed. 

Vanessa and Robert , two year 10 students from 

Burnside High try their hand at Maroochy Waterwatch 

as part of their work experience, including a visit to the 

Coolum Community Native Nursery.   

Work experience with Burnside High Students has been 

an ongoing collaboration over years during which the 

Maroochy Waterwatch team  introduce the upcoming 

generation to what we are achieving in riparian and 

environmental sustainability. 

Maroochy Waterwatch is proud to be associated with 

many local schools running different programmes 

including Community Awareness enabling students to 

experience how community groups can bridge the gap 

between industry and environment. 


