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Welcome to 2011,
Maroochy Waterwatch Inc.
Queensland Environmental
Sustainable Schools Initiative
Maroochy Catchment Services
Coolum Community
Native Nursery
Office

Open
Phone

Donaldson Rd
Nambour
(behind Uniting
Church)
PO Box 311
Nambour 4560.
Monday to Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm
07 5476 4777

info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au

Coolum Community
Native Nursery

Nursery

23 Warran Road
Yaroomba

Open

Tuesday to Friday
7:30am to 3:30pm
Saturday 8.30am
to 12.30pm

Phone
Mobile

07 5473 9322
0427 022 038

What a splash it was over Christmas! We were certainly very lucky on the Coast not
to have experienced what our neighbours have with the flooding.
For us in the office the year has also started with a bang. We say goodbye to Shelley
Wilkins who has moved onto a cadetship with GHD and we wish her well in her
career.
However, we welcome Shaley Allen who is our new Projects Officer coordinating
water testing and the myriad of other projects and Angelique Lahey who is now
heading up our revegetation projects. A big thankyou also goes to Lesya Roden for
all her help in the office over the years keeping us organised and Mary Jane Weld for
the tireless grant application writing.
We have also officially run out of space in the office. The other day we actually ran
out of chairs would you believe! So when you visit, BYO chair as there are no
guarantees we can offer you a comfortable sitting experience. Due to lack of space
we have also been turning away volunteers, however we are looking at expanding
and would welcome anyone who would like to be our grant writer and/or database
manager.
This year and if we weren’t busy enough, we are going to be doing some market
research into our brand and reputation. Jeff Lancaster from Edison 1093 is kindly
offering his services so we can find out what the public perception of Maroochy
Waterwatch is. This will no doubt prove to be an interesting exercise. This year it is
also our Echidna Creek Revegetation Project 10 year anniversary, so watch this
space.
Cerran Fawns

Thank You David Lowe!
We just wanted to take the time to say thankyou for all your help in
developing our Maroochy Waterwatch e-brochures. They look fantastic
and I am sure they will do us well into the future. Click on this link to view
our latest brochure. We really do appreciate the time you spent on
them. Thanks again David!

www.coolumnatives.com
info@coolumnatives.com

http://www.maroochycatchment centre.org.au/catchment/wp -content/uploads/2011/03/MWWBrochure-21.01.11-LATEST-COPY.pdf

Volunteer Opportunities at Waterw atch
Rev egetation : Every Saturday morning Maroochy Waterwatch is seeking volunteers to contribute to the rehabilitation
and maintenance of our local waterways and riparian zones at various sites. Ph 5476 4777.
Office: Grant writer and database administrator.
Volunteer Opportunities at Coolum Community Native Nursery
Monday - Seed Collecting 8am - 12.30pm ; Monday - Seed Preparation and Propagation 12.30pm - 3.30pm
Tuesday - Special Groups/Workshops 7.30am - 3.30pm
Wednesday - Nursery Activities 7.30am - 3.30pm
Thursday - Nursery Activities 7.30am - 3.30pm
Friday - Special Groups/Workshops 7.30am - 3.30pm
Also open Monday afternoons when not out seed collecting, best to phone first to check! Full Training
provided. Tea and coffee supplied. BBQ lunch Wednesdays and Thursdays. For more information please
call 07 5473 9322

River Patrol
Survey Results Released
Healthy Waterways have released the final report for
the results of a community survey that was conducted
to benchmark awareness and attitudes towards waterway
health issues in South East Queensland.
Over 3,700 South East Queensland residents completed
the online survey in March 2010. The survey was
commissioned by the SEQ Healthy Waterways
Partnership and conducted by the Institute of Social
Science Research at the University of Queensland. Key
findings include:
Ranking of factors that people believe impact negatively
on the water quality and health of waterways in SEQ:
· #1 Rubbish and litter
· #2 Pollution in stormwater runoff from urban areas
· #3 Pollution from industry
Although ‘pollution in stormwater runoff from urban areas’
was marked 2nd, ‘sediment from construction sites’ came
7th.
While there is a sense that waterways aren’t optimally
healthy, respondents do not seem confident to asse ss
how ‘unhealthy’ waterways are:
∗
∗
∗

48% Marked neutral or unsure when asked about
the current condition of waterways in SEQ·
34% Felt the overall health of waterways to be
deteriorating.
30% Felt that the overall health of waterways was
improving 22% Marked that they did not know if
water quality in Moreton Bay was getting better or
worse.

Wind and rain, then more wind and rain seems to have
been the weather pattern over the last few months.
Certainly not the pleasant conditions we expect out on
the Maroochy River in Spring.
The extra runoff has
brought more rubbish
down from the upper
reache s
and
tributaries,
keeping
ou r c re ws bu sy .
Besides the normal
myriad plastic bags
and bottles. the crews
have collected fridges,
tyres, clothes and TV
antennas.
It never ceases to amaze me how some people still
evidently think it is OK when something is worn out, or
no longer needed to throw it in the river.
One of the positives of all the windy weather has been
the incentive to spend time in the more sheltered
creeks. We recently took advantage of a timely high
tide, venturing much further than normal up Petrie
Creek, through Rosemount and past the old cane
bridge that crosse s the creek. The upper reaches of
Petrie Creek are really beautiful.
On Sunday 7 th November the boat crews manned a
Sausage Sizzle at Bunning’s which was good fun and
very successful, raising over a thousand dollars which
will go towards the running expenses of the boat.
We were all looking forward to the next social event ,
the annual Christmas party on the 11 th December, but
it was postponed, you’ve guessed it – because of the
rain!.

For further information go to our website at
http://www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au/
catchment/?p=1188

"Your River Needs You"

We are looking for
several volunteer
crew to join our
River Patrol Group
Waterwise Plant Selector
as regular and/or
reserve members.
Ever wonder what plants are suitable for your local area? Boat goes out
A new website called ‘Waterwise Plant Selector’ most
mornings
developed by the Department of Natural Resource during the week.
Management (DERM) has a database of over 4500
plants.
Familiarity
with
The website is designed for the user to enter their water craft is an
postcode to determine which climatic zone you live in, a advantage
and
list of plants will then appear; each with a detailed floristic you need to be reasonably active. It’s a chance to help
description and the plants water needs. The website does our local environment, enjoy the Maroochy River and don't
include native and non-native species.
mind getting muddy occasionally.
The website has been designed to complement the Main tasks will be collecting litter from the waterways/
Waterwise Program DERM has coordinated. For more mangrove banks, mangrove monitoring, and reporting on
information or to view the website
the general health of the river. For more information call
http:// www.de rm.qld.gov .au/ wate rwi se/plant select or/
index.php
Call Glenn or Sandra Bartley on 5476-3079

Have Your Say!

Riversweep 2011
held on 15 May

The Sunshine Coast's draft
Community Plan details our
community's vision, values and
aspirations for the next 20 years.
It recognises that we are a
community of communities and it
acknowledges and respects our
unique environment, our rich heritage, our diverse people
and our shared values.
The plan will establish a path that enhances our region's
liveability, its strong sense of community, its character
and environment. It will establish strategies that
strengthen our capacity to balance our expanding
population and demand for services and infrastructure.
The plan will also facilitate the development of strategies
to diversify our economy and create local employment
opportunities, stimulate investment in education and
training, and ensure our ability to move around the region
safely and easily through quality public transport systems.
To facilitate people's comments we are using for the first
time an online Have Your Say Sunshine Coast website
(see attached link).
One of the great advantages of using this new technology
is that it allows everyone to view all other comments and
possibly even modify their views.
Have your say
http://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/
communityplan

Effects of the Flooding

Riversweep 2011 goes coast wide incorporating not only
the Maroochy River but also Pumicestone Passage,
Currimundi Lakes, Mooloolah River, Stumers Creek and
Noosa River.
Come and enjoy the rivers
Sunday 15th May 2011.

AND clean them up! On

Participants can either paddle a canoe or assist in
collecting litter. Some canoes are available, but would be
great if you have a canoe, kayak or small boat to bring
along. The More the Merrier. Locations and times vary.

RSVP essential by 12th May to Maroochy
Waterwatch on 07 5476 4777 or email
info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au

our creeks and rivers increasing turbidity making our
waterways appear opaque and muddy. Large plumes of
soil will eventually move out into the marine areas, settling
on estuaries, rocky reefs and seagrass beds ( the ocean’s
nurseries and primary producers) impacting fisheries. In
the past excess of 1000ha of seagrass from the southern
side of Moreton bay was lost due to excess nutrient load
and re suspended sediments.

The record high amount of rainfall we have received over
the last three months ( 1200mm) is has caused some
major strains on our catchment’s waterways. Soil usually
acts as a natural sponge, but due to the enormous amount
of rainfall the ground quickly became saturated. As a result
the water has no choice but to run off, forming fast flowing,
dangerous rivers. Large amounts of runoff also introduce Large flood events may also bring
excess nutrients and pollutants from urban, industrial and
some benefits, including providing
agricultural land uses.
new habitat and food sources for
m a n y aq u a ti c o rga ni sm s,
Recent flood “events” such as this, are closely monitored increased riparian growth and the
by Maroochy Waterwatch scientists and valued volunteers
replenishment of our underground
with the aim of determining the impacts on our catchment’s water storages (aquifers).
health. The results from this monitoring provides data that
will help us to determine the resilience of the waterways
and aid in the design better management strategies. While Other benefits include the filling of
we must wait to see the results of this monitoring data, our dams. Baroon Pocket Dam,
immediate effects have already presented themselves. which was last observed on
Creek banks that have little or no vegetation have suffered 11/1/11 and Wappa dam, which
from erosion due to lack of soil stability provided by roots. was last observed on the 7/1/11
In extreme cases, the higher regions of our catchment are both 100%.
have suffered devastating landslips. Large amounts of top
These greater volumes of water will increase water levels
soil is carried away in flood runoff.
in our local creeks , thus ensuring habitats for aquatic
wildlife. They will provide major benefits for flows in future
The large amount of runoff deposits much of this soil into
dry periods by supplying critical base flows for local creeks.

Clean Up Australia
Its that time of year again, Clean up Australia Day takes place on the first Sunday of March
every year. From Perth to Penrith, hundreds of thousands of Australians get stuck in and Clean Up their local
environment by collecting and removing rubbish. Last year alone there were 588,000 volunteers across Australia who
helped celebrate clean up Australia day! An estimated 15,560 tonnes of rubbish was purged from our local
environments from 7,073 registered Sites across Australia.
For more information about this event go to http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-the-event/clean-upaustralia-day.
Clean Up Australia Day – Sunday, 6 March 2011
Business Clean Up Day – Tuesday, 1 March 2011
Schools Clean Up Day – Friday, 4 March 2011
Petrie Creek Catchment Care Group is registered for Quota Park and along creek paths from there, CUA Day
Sunday 6th March from 9 -11am.
Each participant w ill receive free plant. Any enquiries to 5441 3913.

Biodiversity Identification & Assessments with Backyard Explorer.
Community members are invited to attend a FREE Workshop with Queensland Museum Curator of Entomology,
Christine Lambkin and Museum Magnet Schools, Allan Morrison as they present Backyard Explorer.
An online learning resource allowing schools and communities to asse ss backyard biodiveristy and the effects of
human impact using data from insect trapping. The workshop will be presented at Buderim Mountain State School
from 8:45am - 11:30am, March 10th 2011. Please Register through Maroochy Waterwatch on 07 5476 4777.

Picabeen Planting
Piccabeen Palms do not like to be alone; they grow in groves and need the protection
of many of their kind around them. They are not a solo species but are a team player,
just like us! In March 2010, Palmwoods celebrated the namesake the town with a
family parade and picnic in Federation Park. However due to continued rain, the palm
grove planting as held later in the year in November.
Have you ever arrived into a town and admired an avenue of trees planted by the
town’s founders? Have you enjoyed the privilege of playing with your kids under a tree your grandfather planted?
Have you ever sat in the shade of an old tree in a park? School, community and bank employees had the chance to
be part of that kind of history; the making of Palmwoods at the November planting day.
Palmwoods Primary School, Landcare, Heritage Community Branch and Maroochy Waterwatch teamed up to jointly
sponsor and effect the planting of up to 1000 plants in Federation Park. The new plantings included an extensive
extension to two of the central wetland areas in the park, and a substantial number of Piccabeen seedlings. As they
grow we will witness the establishment of a new grove of heritage trees in the park; a Piccabeen Grove for future
children to understand the significance of local species.
The Piccabeen Picnic project also drew attention to the heritage Piccabeen environment in Kolora Park, Palmwoods,
through the Kolora Magic program organised by Palmwoods Art and Craft Groups. Local school students participated
in environmental walks guided by local artistic and environmental groups leading to a variety of fun artistic and
scientific activities planned around the undergrowth fungi and species in a palm grove. Thanks to Palmw oods
Progress Association and local artists, Christine Elcoate and Kari for the implementation of this project.

Sunshine Coast Excellence in Business Awards
On Saturday 6th November, the Maroochy Chamber of Commerce hosted the 16th Annual
Sunshine Coast Excellence in Business Awards at the University of the Sunshine Coast
Innovation Centre. A record 130 finalists competed for 13 business category awards,
including Maroochy Waterwatch, a finalist in the category for Environmental Industries
Small Business Award 2010.

Meet Some of the Crew …..
Josie is 16 and a student at Nambour State High School. She just finished year 10 and is
powering on through year 11 and 12. She has always known that when she leaves school
she would work closely with the environment, its something she loves and feels very
strongly about.
Josie completed her Year 10 work experience at the Sunshine Coast Environment Council.
She spent a week out in the work force, helping out where ever she was needed and doing
odd jobs. She also met great people and had an enjoyable time doing something she
loves. Josie have recently started her School based, Certificate 111 in Business
Administration traineeship with Maroochy WaterWatch Inc. which will be completed
through TAFE.

Josie Williamson

She added “I am looking forward to the possibilities presented to me now by opening this
next chapter in my life. I will come in one day a week and help out in the office and do admin work, while other days I
will venture out and do field work.” As I like to say “Saving the world one piece of paper at a time”.

A familiar figure tending the gardens around the Waterwatch office at Amity house and
Uniting church grounds in Nambour, Wayne Small can also be seen on his bicycle riding
from Bli Bli to Nambour 3 days a week.
Originally from the Sutherland Shire in Sydney, Wayne grew up in a family of 8 children
who grew their own vegetables and had all sorts of pets including goats, bees, ducks and
chickens. His mother was very involved with her local gardening club, winning lots of prizes,
all of which led to him developing a love of nature, wildlife and gardens. A cabinet maker by
trade, Wayne prefers the outdoor life and now tends the gardens at the Uniting Church 2
days a week. Anyone who regularly visits the church or Amity house will testify to the
transformation he has made to the gardens over the last 18 months. “I like to go into a
garden which is wiped out and bring it back to what it should be” he said.

Wayne Small

Wayne developed an interest in bush care in Sydney working with Sutherland Shire
Bushcare group, When he moved to the Sunshine Coast he became involved with Waterwatch volunteers which
meet on Saturday mornings to revegetate and rehabilitate the creek banks around Nambour.
Recently, the group he works with have been busy cleaning up after the recent flooding of Petrie Creek. This involves
removing flood debris, and restaking trees. Angie Brown who supervises the group praised Wayne’s involvement,
“He is very reliable, a popular member of the group who has a real affinity with the natural landscape” She said
If you have a few hours to spare on a Saturday morning and would like to join like-minded people in helping to nurture
our environment you can contact the Waterwatch office on 5476 4777
Article By Lucille Marriott

Office Volunteer

If you walk into the Waterwatch office on either a Tuesday or a Thursday morning, you
will smell the sweet aroma of perfectly brewed coffee; the man behind the aroma is Les
Bauer.
Les has been volunteering at Maroochy Waterwatch every Tuesday and Thursday for over
3 years. If you ask Les, what it is that he does here at MWW he will say “I have two main
duties, one to brew the coffee in the morning and secondly to put the bins out.” This
however couldn’t be further from the truth.
Les, who is a wandering sole has led an interesting and extravagant life. He has done
everything from work with CSIRO study trips to spending endless nights monitoring turtles
on Heron Island. After spending years in the scientific field he now enjoys an active
lifestyle in Buderim with his partner Di. He is crazy about cycling, sea kayaking,
permaculture and playing bridge.

Les Bauer

Les is dedicated to the environmental cause. He spends his time with Maroochy Waterwatch mainly in the field
helping with various monitoring projects. He also is a dedicated member of the monthly calibration team and is
extremely knowledgeable when it comes to water testing. Tuesdays and Thursdays wouldn't be the same without
Les. He is a great bloke to have around with or without coffee.. Thanks Les !

QESSI News
Here is a selection of photos featuring environmental actions from some of our Earth
Smart Science schools along with events we’ve been part of during 2010.

Opens Windows before
turning on fans

Litter free lunch for Chevallum School

Weeding near creek for Burnside School

Worm farm at Eumundi State School

Catchment workshop
Kids teaching kids

QLD Museum Backyard Explorer PD
Yes Symposium

Switching off the lights at Bli
Bli State School

For more i nfo vi si t the QESSI secti on of Maroochy Waterw atch Inc:
http://www .maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au/catchment/ and 2010 Year of Envi ronmental
Sustai nabi li ty http://deta.qld.gov.au/yes/

Arti cle by: Sandy McBri de & Clare Cox, Sunshi ne Coas t QESSI Hub

‘La Nina’

The Mysterious Spanish Beauty

Well we have been told we are going to experience ‘La Nina’ this
summer, but who is this mysterious Spanish woman and what
affect is she going to have on our rainfall?
‘La Nina’ is a climate phenomenon, the sister event if you will of
‘El Nino.’ We have all heard the term ‘E l Nino’ thrown around in
the past ten years especially associated with drought across our
nation. This brother and sister combination are the two main
atmospheric circulations responsible for causing droughts and
floods in Australia.
‘El Nino’ is part of the Southern Oscillation, which is the huge
climatic pattern that covers the Pacific Ocean and influences
weather in Australia. Normally, easterly winds flow across the
Pacific Ocean bringing moisture and driving warm ocean currents onto the East Coast. These winds then rise over
Australia and condense to give rain. If the trade winds are strong they are likely to cause some floods and tropical
cyclones. This sounds like a normal, typical east coast Australian summer, afternoon storms and a few cyclones here
and there.
Roughly every five years the pattern is disturbed when cold water upwellings cease off South America creating low air
pressure and weakening the trade winds. Without strength in the trade winds the circulating current can become
reversed, with little to no wind picking up moisture there tends to be less rainfall over Australia, and we experience
little to no rainfall. This phenomenon is still a part of an ‘El Nino’ year.
Whereas in a ‘La Nina’ year extensive cooling of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean occurs which sees ocean
temperature drop to cooler than normal temperatures. Stronger than normal trade winds also occur which in turn
cause heavy rainfall throughout the country. This cooling phase is relatively strongest during October to March and
can also cause cloudiness over much of the East-coast of Australia, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia.
One of the most recent ‘La Nina’ years was in 2000, which was the second wettest year on record in terms of a
national average. So what exactly should we expect this summer as ‘La Nina’ dances across the Pacific Ocean?
Here on the Sunshine Coast we should brace ourselves for high humidity and extended periods of rainfall, just think
back to a few weeks ago when ‘La Nina” gave us a taste of what’s to come when Maleny recorded 464mm of rain in a
single weekend.
This map shows rainfall experienced over twelve ‘La Nina’ years during December to February. As you can see the
most heavy rainfall was experienced on the East coast of Australia.
Article by Shelley Wilkins

Project Officer

What is the Desalination Process?
Desalination is a technology that separates dissolved salts and other
unwanted minerals from seawater/ salty water to provide clean drinking
water. There is a desalination plant on the Gold Coast and it produces up
to 133 mega litres of fresh water a day.
There are the five steps to desalination:
1.

Seawater is drawn from the ocean through a submerged inlet
tunnel to the plant.

2.

Pre-treatment involves micro-filtering particles from seawater,
adjusting the pH, and adding an inhibitor to control the build-up of
scale in pipelines and tanks.

3.

Reverse osmosis forces seawater through layers of synthetic
membranes to remove salt and minerals. Concentrated salt water
is separated and returned to the ocean.

4.

Post-treatment involves stabilising the water with small amounts
of lime and carbon dioxide, then chlorine for disinfection.

5.

Desalinated water is blended with other Gold Coast water supplies and joins south-east Queensland’s water grid
to supply homes and industry. For more information go to http://www.watersecure.com.au/what-we-do/

desalination

Green Army Supervisors Report
I have given the opportunity for those members of the Green Army to express
themselves independently and found some interesting responses including
positives and negatives. We believe that this is a great approach to get to the core
of the group dynamics and how we can improve or change practices for the better!
They even used the “SWOT” analysis (Strengths, Weaknesse s, Opportunities, and
Threats) as a tool to express themselves more constructively. One example for
instance;
∗

Strengths new skills, worthwhile job, suits my personality, rewarding, new friendships, supervisors and staff

∗

very supportive, good opportunities for learning, work experience obtained.
Weaknesses Sometimes work can be stop/start, casual hours, lack of week in bad weather, organisation of
duties & tasks
Opportunities learning, friendship development, career development, to make a difference in the world, great

∗

start for a new direction in career
Threats Ticks, snakes, negativity from team, only 22 weeks work, sunburn, dehydration and injury.

∗

The overall consensus from the team was that they enjoyed gaining their certificates with comments such as “having
learnt new skills as in chainsaw, ACDC Licence and our First Aid Cert... it has been good practice to put some of these
skills into practice in the field” and furthermore, that the nursery environment “is good for a change of scene” whilst
learning native species. Another contribution was using the acronyms of the Green Army to express the environmental
benefits of our work

G reening the
R iparian
E nvironment with
E ndemic
N atives

A wareness and
R evegetation
M indful of
Y esteryear

Seemingly the other up-side is the fact that the team have learnt about the diversity of
endemic plant species; the identification of Macro invertebrates; exotic fish species and water sampling.
Conversely to this however, are some negatives whereby “Gremlins such as jumping ants, ticks, mozzies, flying
machetes and cobblers pegs” are sometimes unavoidable in the workplace, group dynamics and the frustration
expressed by some that wanted to get out on- site, quickly and efficiently so that they could be more productive using
their newly acquired licences was also expressed!
In brief, although we try to incorporate a variety of tasks and educational elements it seems we cannot accommodate
everyone’s agendas. But we will take this feedback in our stride and try and determine other ways we can improve the
overall management of the traineeship that will only prove beneficial to other Green Army projects in the future.
Thanks and may 2011 be only better!
Article by Angelique Lahey

Caution Needed on 10 000 Toads Project
Maroochy Waterwatch is calling for caution from residents who are wanting to be involved in councils 10 000 Toads
Project on March 18. Whilst the aim is to collect and kill 10 000 toads on the night, local frogs could also be at risk if
people don’t know how to correctly identify the difference between certain species of frogs and toads.
Cerran Fawns from Maroochy Waterwatch says, “We have a number of frog species that are easily confused with
toads and a couple of those species are listed as endangered or vulnerable”. The Giant Barred Frog was thought to be
locally extinct but it has been found in the area during recent frog surveys.
She says, ”The Giant Barred Frog is big and brown like a cane toad but it has golden eyes which makes it easy it
distinguish the difference”. The Tusked Frog is fairly common in the area even though listed as vulnerable. It can look
very similar to the cane toad as it has a ‘bumpy’ texture. “We don’t need people collecting and killing frogs on the
night. They are already under extreme pressure from development, poor water quality, a killing fungus and the
competition from toads ”, she added. There has been a bumper breeding season of both frogs and toads with the wet
season and people need to know the difference between them.
She also added, ”The local wildlife are adapting to the cane toads. Crows will turn the cane toads upside down and
eat them and avoid the poison. Some snakes are also able to eat them”. Sometimes cane toads do get their revenge
though. A cane toad has been seen eating a keel back snake.
Article by Cerran Fawns

Green Army ~ A Personal Perspective
Ten jobseekers from the Sunshine Coast region have been given the opportunity for paid work thanks to t he
Queensland Government Green Army funded employment program. This great opportunity has given local
jobseekers worthwhile employment and has helped build the skills for local employers through the 22-week work
placement program which is targeted at helping restore the riparian corridors in the Maroochy River catchment
through re-vegetation work.
Today I spoke with Scott Rillie, one of the Green Army team members who is now 14 weeks into the program which
has assisted Scott and the rest of the group by providing work experience in the Coolum Community Native Nursery
and through revegetation work for river rehabilitation. Scott moved to the Sunshine Coast in January 2009 and found
gaining employment very hard around the region. In October of 2009 Scott applied for the advertised position to join
the Green Army in undertaking the 22-week traineeship.
This was an area that Scott was most interested in and was wishing to gain further skills within the horticultural and
landscaping field. The traineeship enables participants to complete training in Senior First Aid, an ACDC License,
safe chainsaw use, construction safety and a speech-craft course. Scott has also been offering his assistance by
volunteering with the water monitoring and has gained a real appreciation an interest in the environmental and
human effects that have a key impact on our waterways. “I have been given a great opportunity to make a difference
in our region and the environment. The management of our team and the strategies for our work programs prepared
and delivered to us from our experienced team leaders; Debra Mountain and Angelique Brown, have guided our
group, giving us the necessary skills to perform a variety of activities which relate to revegetation work including
weed control, tree planting, team work and project management,” Scott Rillie said.
“All of us undertaking the traineeship work 4 days a week in the field, concentrating at present on our new site at Obi
Obi, where we are doing initial investigations and planning into the preparation of the 11000 square meter site before
any work starts. Identification of existing native species and weeds on the site has enabled us as a group to start
clearing the unwanted weeds, including a large degree of the Groundsel Bush (Baccharis halimifolia) which is
classified as a class 2 pest. (A Class 2 pest is one that has already spread over substantial areas of Queensland,
but its impact is so serious that we need to try and control it and avoid further spread onto properties that are still free
of the pest.) Once this clearing is completed we are able to go back into the site and revegetate with local, endemic
species, Mr Rillie Said.” “The knowledge and training that has been delivered to me and the rest of the group I regard
as invaluable in respect to my future endeavours. What I have learnt through my direct contact with the environment
has really opened my eyes to the enormity of the problems within our waterways and natural bushland.
I hope to continue within this field of work, maybe taking on further training in Conservation Land Management. I
know it’s an enormous job ahead of us as a community but if people just work together, one site at a time, I believe
we can make a difference and tackle the issues to make our greens pace a better place for everyone, Scott said.”

Meet Akiko Iwata
My name is Akiko Iwata. I am
from Japan. Since I migrated
here, it has been a little difficulty
for me to gain an employment
due to lack of work experience
in Australia.
So, I am very glad to have this
opportunity to work as an
administ rative a ssi stant at
Maroochy Waterwatch, Inc.
I am on the 16 week Job Preparation program, is funded
by Department of Employment, which gives me full-time
training here and at the Maroochy Neighborhood Centre.
I would like to say thank you to Shalin Day, Cerran Fawns
and all staff at Maroochy Waterwatch who support me all
the time.
Akiko has been learning all aspects of Administration
duties. We wish Akiko all the best in her future job
search….
By - Shalin Day

Protect Birds from Poison
Kookaburras are susceptible to
toad poison . Residents are
encouraged to remove toads to
protect our fauna.
It seems dogs are not the only
animals su sceptible to toad
poison. The Wildlife Volunteers
A sso c ia tio n In c. re ce ntl y
received a phone call from a local resident who has been
observing his resident Kookaburras. He saw one take off
with a small toad in its mouth. Upon hearing some
unusual noises, he searched for the bird but could not
find it.
Knowing how toxic toad poison can be, he feared the
worst. Unfortunately, after this event, the family of Kooka
burras were not seen or heard. This gentleman doesn’t
like to harm animals, but said he would be more diligent
about removing toads in the future, for the sake of the
native wildlife.
Article by Donna Anthony -WILVOS

Welcome … Angelique Lahey
Natural Resource Manager
Angelique is our new Natural Resource Manager of Maroochy Catchment
Services. She is responsible for all aspects of project planning and
management. Angelique has experience in the private environmental planning
sector.
For the past year she has been working closely with the federal funded
Green Army team. Angelique’s qualifications include:
∗
BA Environment and Heritage,
∗
Cert 3 Conservation and Land Management,
∗
Chainsaw Licence,
∗
ACDC Licence.
Do you want to re-vegetate your property or get rid of
weeds, but don’t have the time? We can provide a
quality environmental consultancy in order to help fund
future projects for the improvement of the environment
in the region.
For more information please call me Angelique Lahey
on 07 5476 4777 or 0423 959 194.

Salvinia Project
The Salvinia control Project is
continuing into 2011, there are
c u r re n t l y 1 7 l a n d o wn e rs
participating in the project across
the region.

Before release of weevils: Salvinia covering the entire dam’s surface.

The project was started in January
2010, aiming to combat salvinia
i n f e st a t i o n s o c c u r ri n g i n
landowner’s dams and water
bodies.

Waterwatch Office
Contact (07) 5476 4777
Chief Dog’s Body
Cerran Fawns
Office Administrator
Shalin S Day
Office Assistant (Trainees)
Akiko Iwata
Josie Williamson
Project Officers
Shaley Allen
Vaughn Nash
Maroochy Catchment Services
Angelique Lahey
Ph 0423 959 194
Revegetation Supervisors
Debra Mountain
Simon Bush
QESSI Hub Coordinator
Sandy McBride
Facilitator
Clare Cox
River Patrol CoCo-ordinators
Glenn & Sandra Bartley

Office Admin & Project
Volunteers
The project involves the release of
Alan Mullins, Bruce Bailey,
the biological control agent
Les Bauer, Dianne Ericksen,
Cyrobagous salviniae (Salvinia
weevil) into an infested water body, followed by close monitoring by the land owner Vernon Flood, Mahdi Green,
Gaye Luxmoore, Lucille
and Maroochy Waterwatch staff. There have been varied results amongst the sites, as
Marriott
and Lesya Roden
the success of the weevil largely depends on location and localized climate of the
water body. Many release sites have showed good results, with large areas of their
Salvinia dying back as it was destroyed by the weevil.

Coolum Community Native
Nursery
Jake Hazzard & Ben Pearce
Phone: 54739322
info@coolumnatives.com

The large amounts of rain over the last month caused setbacks on most sites, although
the last two weeks have shown the weevils are fighting back, beginning to bring the
weed back under control.
After release of weevils: Salvinia is
The majority of sites will be
dying back and sinking.
Newsletter Editor
receiving a re-release of weevils
Shalin
Day and Cerran Fawns
this month, hopefully reducing
the Salvinia weed to very small
DISCLAIMER
non-problematic infestations by
Views and opi nions ex pressed by
winter.
If you hav e a Salv inia
infestation on your property,
and w ould like to j oin the
program please contact the
Waterwatch office on
07 5476 4777.

individuals in this newsletter are thos e
of the i ndividual concer ned.
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