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Welcome
Cerran Fawns, Chief Executive Officer

It is with great pleasure I welcome you to Maroochy Waterwatch.

Our organisation is active and vibrant, with a plethora of people endeavouring to improve the health of 

the Maroochy River and regional community.  The river improvement and environmental sustainability 

projects are as diverse as the people involved.  

Partners supporting our projects and people are valued.  This support comes in many forms from 

financial contributions to projects, developing social enterprises, through to corporate volunteering 

opportunities.  We welcome any ideas for partnering projects and other opportunities.

Our volunteers contribute a range of skills and it is a great way to meet like minded people that are 

making a difference to our environment.  These can range from quality assured water testing and 

environment monitoring, to revegetation, nursery work or project support, to office administration, 

fundraising, boat operations and much more.

If you don’t have time to volunteer on our projects, you could consider making a donation or join our 

membership.  Our committed donors help us achieve great things in improving our environment and 

donations over $2 are tax deductable. 

We offer a professional and enjoyable experience however you decide to support us and I look for-

ward to Maroochy Waterwatch being of service to yourself or your organisation.
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About Maroochy Waterwatch Inc.
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Based in Nambour, Maroochy Waterwatch is a non-for-profit community organisation 

engaged in the protection and enhancement of the Maroochy catchment waterways.  

In addition, Maroochy Waterwatch operates several social entities being Maroochy 

Catchment Services, Maroochy Waterwatch Eco Education Service and the Coolum 

Native Nursery (in partnership with Coolum Coastcare).  The association also acts as 

a hub for the Queensland Environment Sustainable Schools Initiative (QESSI).

As a group we strive to be ethical & accountable with transparent decision-making, 

effective business management and strong financial management.

Our Workforce of employees and volunteers are highly skilled, engaged and 

valued. 

Our Vision is to have a Maroochy River Catchment managed for a sustainable 

future by an active and knowledgably community.

Our Mission is to provide support and learning tools the community needs to 

build a lifelong commitment to sustainable living and participation in natural resource 

management.

Our Objectives are to:

• Protect and enhance the Maroochy River and its catchment.

•  Promote management practises which are environmentally sustainable throughout 

the Sunshine Coast Region.

•  Undertake environmental projects to meet the needs of the Region.

Our Organisation is growing on a daily basis however; each and every volunteer is 

highly valued.  If you would like to volunteer for Maroochy Waterwatch we would love 

to hear from you. 
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History
Water quality monitoring in Maroochy waterways began in 1989 with 28 schools sharing monitoring equipment.  Increasingly, 

the health of the Maroochy River became a concern to the broader community.  The flood of February 1992 highlighted the 

need for action to improve the state of the river.  In 1993, 16 groups combined to form the Maroochy River Catchment Area 

Network (MRCAN) which has since evolved to Maroochy Waterwatch Inc.

Maroochy Waterwatch has grown into a significant not for profit organisation with a diverse network that embraces a number 

of environmental and community issues.  The organisations programs, projects and professional standard of water quality 

data collected are recognised by industry, government and the wider community.

The organisation has a large volunteer base, a staff of up to 30 people, and activities as varied as the issues facing the 

Maroochy River and the Region.  Thousands of people utilise our services each year.  Some examples of these are listed 

below:

• More than 60 families undertake monthly water quality testing and reporting.

• Creek rehabilitation project support the efforts of hundreds of landowners.

•  Miscellaneous projects such as Weevil Watch (salvinia project), Mangrove Watch, landowner extension and mapping 
service, environmental workshops and fauna monitoring.

• The Waterwatch River Patrol provides advice to river users whilst retrieving rubbish.

•  A public education campaign which raises awareness of the importance of the river.

•  Several social enterprises including Maroochy Catchment Services, Maroochy Waterwatch Eco Education Service and the 
Coolum Community Native Nursery.

• Acting as a hub for the Queensland Environmental Sustainable Schools Initiative.

The organisation is a key consultant in numerous government planning and policy arrangements.  These have included urban 

stormwater management, sewage treatment upgrades, diffuse load and rain event modeling, river and catchment planning, 

employment initiatives, weed, pest and land management planning, infrastructure projects and waste management.
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Volunteering always has been and remains the backbone of Maroochy Waterwatch.  Our volunteers 
donate their time for a variety of reasons.  Many are highly skilled and want to use these skills to benefit the 
organisation and the environment.  Others seek to develop or enhance their skills, which is achieved by 
spending time with our staff or other volunteers within the organisation.  In some cases volunteers are with 

us as part of their mutual obligation with the Australian Government.  

Areas in which volunteers can participate include; 

As an organisation we endeavour to provide a high quality experience for all volunteers in whatever 
capacity they spend time with us.

Maroochy Waterwatch also has the capacity to host corporate volunteer days.  Corporate volunteer 
programs are an excellent way for companies to demonstrate their corporate social responsibility and 
commitment to local communities by actively encouraging their employees to participate in community 
projects.  Often these projects will only last a day however the time spent will benefit the company and the 
community greatly.
For an outline of our projects or to register to volunteer for the organisation, please visit our website or give 
our office a call.

• Water testing

• Revegetation and weed control

• Nursery work

• Office administration

• Project management

• Boat operations

• Litter management

• Fundraising

• Application writing

• Asset maintenance

“Every day is a new 
learning curve for 
a volunteer with 
MWW...whether it 
be a new IT skills 
lesson from one 
of the staff or new 
information about 
the flora and fauna 
in the area.”
LESYA RODEN

Volunteers

www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au



Litter in a river is a usual symptom of a catchment in need.  Being located in a populated 

catchment the Maroochy River has a high litter problem.  The River Patrol Crew is a group of 

volunteers who cheerfully remove litter from the banks navigable parts of the Maroochy River.  

Due to the high dedication of these volunteers we are able to have people out on the river on 

a daily basis cleaning up litter and offering advice to all river users.

The crew have been in operation now for over 5 years and have operated in partnership with 

Maroochy Waterwatch.  The crew is supported by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council to 

keep the boat operating.  Currently the boat is housed at the Maroochy River Resort along 

the banks of Eudlo Creek. The Resort kindly allows us to store our boat here free of charge.

In addition to their litter duties the crew have played an essential role in the Sunshine 

Coast Regional Council mangrove project and also the Maroochy Waterwatch Mangrove 

Watch project.  The crew have supported both projects by providing boat assistance, river 

knowledge and keeping a watchful eye on activities.
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Water Quality

One of the core activities of Maroochy Waterwatch is the collection of water quality data within the catchment.  

This data is collected by a network of dedicated volunteers who test water in their local area once a month.  

Monitors measure and record numerous physical and chemical parameters which are indicative of waterway 

health.  This data is housed on an online database and reported to the Bureau of Meteorology.  The network 

would not be possible without the ongoing support from the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, SEQ Water and 

SEQ Catchments.

Event Monitoring

Maroochy Waterwatch is a member of the South East Queensland event monitoring program in partnership with 

the Sunshine Coast Regional Council and SEQ Catchments.  Currently five sites are monitored during signifi-

cant rain events for nutrient and sediment loads.  Load data is analysed by the Department of Environment and 

Resource Management.  

Threatened Species Monitoring

The Sunshine Coast is a beautiful and diverse place, the native plants and animals which occur here is what 

makes it so spectacular.  Maroochy Waterwatch has a growing concern about the number of threatened spe-

cies on the coast and therefore conducts threatened species monitoring seasonally.   Currently the team are 

undertaking surveys throughout the Maroochy River catchment to determine the extent of threatened frog and 

butterfly species.

Our Projects
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Maroochy Waterwatch members are a network of dedicated people who cooperate to monitor, maintain and improve the 

health of our local waterways and extended environment.  We have a number of projects that continue to run annually. These 

projects are supported and often funded through the Sunshine Coast, SEQ Catchments, Govt. Department industry.  Our key 

activities are as follows;
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Riparian Revegetation

The Maroochy River Catchment has a huge network of creeks which all connect to the Maroochy River.  Ma-

roochy Waterwatch through their riparian revegetation works aims to protect and enhance the environmental and 

aesthetic qualities of the Maroochy River.  Our projects aim to address environmental issues such as; erosion, 

salinity, poor water quality and pollution by planting native endemic species, removing invasive species, address-

ing erosion and engaging community members.

Mangrovewatch

The Pacific Adventurer oil spill which washed ashore Sunshine Coast beaches in March 2009 highlighted the lack 

of knowledge about the regions mangrove populations.  Maroochy Waterwatch with support from Sunshine Coast 

Regional Council, SEQ Catchments and Caring for Our Country Oil Spill Recovery Funding conducted a Man-

grovewatch program within the Maroochy River and its tributaries.  Extensive monitoring and mapping occurred 

with particular attention payed to mangrove health, abundance and recruitment.  Data collected now acts as 

baseline data for the catchment for if or when another natural or anthropogenic disaster does occurs.

Salvinia Project

Salvinia molesta is a class 2 declared plant under Queensland legislation and a weed of National Significance 

(WONS.)  Maroochy Waterwatch currently runs a biological control program with the support from Sunshine Coast 

Regional Council.  The program allows Maroochy Waterwatch to work with local landowners who have a salvinia 

infestation on their property by releasing the salvinia weevil.  This host specific weevil eats, breeds and lives on 

and within the salvinia weed ultimately killing the plant.  This is a long term monitoring program which began in 

January 2010.

Environment Education

Our waterways are important for environmental, social and economic values.  It is important the community at 

large understands the significance of having a healthy river.  Maroochy Waterwatch runs an extensive awareness 

raising campaign targeting all members of the community, utilising modern communication tools such as website 

news updates and viral marketing media to keep people informed.   Traditional education activities such as school 

visits, workshops, field days and regular newsletter also help educate the community. 

Our Projects
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Maroochy Waterwatch has overseen an extensive number of riparian revegetation 

projects within the Maroochy River Catchment.  Years of experience in on ground 

work had enabled staff and volunteers to become extremely knowledgeable in local 

native species identification and propagation, as well as best practise for stream bank 

revegetation for our local conditions.   

Streambank revegetation work has been carried out along Petrie, Paynter, Eudlo and 

Martin’s Creek, along with revegetation trials along Echidna and Bunya Creeks.  Some 

estuarine restoration works are now being considered due to the demise of the cane 

industry and suitable nursery stock now available.

Prior to a project beginning initial time with is spent with the landowner to discuss 

the logistics of the project, for example; their ability to manage the project, any time 

constraints for the project, any other issues which may affect the project’s success.  

Project funding is sourced to meet the projects needs.
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Since 2005 the Sunshine Coast QESSI Hub has been working in partnership 

with the Queensland Department of Education and Training to support schools 

in their journey towards environmental sustainability.  The current vehicle for this 

support is the Earth Smart Science program.

The Earth Smart Science program for state primary schools aims to reduce 

schools’ ecological footprints and increase their ecological handprints through 

the development and implementation of School Environmental Management 

Plans (SEMPs). The implementation and monitoring of a SEMP through a 

whole-of-school approach, fosters the wise management of school resources 

in the areas of waste minimisation, water conservation, energy efficiency 

and biodiversity improvements. This also provides many real life learning 

opportunities for students which can result in greater scientific knowledge, 

citizenship, problem-solving and leadership skills.

“Enough for all forever”

(Queensland Department of Education and Training’s statement on sustainability)
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“Creating a sustainable future through environmental education.”

QESSI facilitators, Maroochy Waterwatch scientists and revegetation specialsts 

combine skills and knowledge to deliver five distinct environmental education 

services to all schools and community groups within the region. Our five services 

include:

l Classroom and field based Ecology workshops.

l Earth Smart Schools facilitators deliver 12 months facilitation of a whole school 

approach to reducing the school’s eco footprint.

l Sustainable schools School Environmental Management Plan (SEMP) follow up 

and support - for school completing the 12 months Sustainable Schools facilitation.

l Professional learning workshops for teachers and school staff in Educating for 

Sustainability.

l Environmental Education networking through the Maroochy Waterwatch weblink.

Our Ecology workshops cover a range of environmental topics including 

understanding our local waterways, catchments and their ecology; endemic 

vegetation and biodiversity; insect, macroinvertebrates, animal life and ecology and 

importantly human impacts on the environment.

All Environmental Education services have strong curriculum connections for 

Queensland students learning outcomes from prep to year 12. By delivering 

ecology workshops to young people, we are aiming toward our vision of 

supporting active and knowledgeable community to participate in natural resource 

management.
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Maroochy Catchment Services
Maroochy Catchment Services (MCS) is a social enterprise of Maroochy Waterwatch Inc. It 

draws its knowledge and experience from on-ground works provided by the organisation 

over the last decade. This service has been set up for the purpose of providing a quality 

environmental consultancy in order to help fund future projects for the improvement Maroochy 

River catchment. Services include, revegetation, rehabilitation works, water monitoring and 

fauna surveys.

Over the last 5 years there has been an increase in demand for consultancy services from 

landholders, developers, projects and various government bodies. Maroochy Catchment 

Services also offers property consultation; providing ideas, solutions, plant identification and 

planting advice. Through our extended projects we have a wealth of knowledge regarding weed 

and erosion control, vegetation buffers, local fauna habitat. We strive to use endemic species 

wherever possible sourcing plants from our local community nurseries.
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COOLUM COMMUNITY NATIVE NURSERY has been established since 2005 to grow coastal 

native and salt tolerant plant species. A purpose built facility was opened at Yaroomba in 

2008. The nursery is a partnership between Coolum District Coast Care Group and Maroochy 

Waterwatch.

At the Nursery we specialise in salt tolerant species, as well as offering a range of local rainforest 

plants.  Plants that provide flowers, bushfoods, butterflies, birds, and specialty species are all 

available. We provide grasses, groundcovers, small shrubs, water plants and larger trees all at 

very competitive prices.  

Our tubestock (50mm-75mm) and round pots (140mm – 300mm) are suited for backyard 

gardening, landscaping, revegetation, and commercial works, catering for both retail and 

wholesale clients.  We offer contract growing at negotiated rates for large-scale projects.

All seed and cuttings are collected by our volunteers and staff on the Sunshine Coast to 

guarantee local genetic characteristics.  We guarantee the provenance of all species.

Volunteers play a crucial role in the nursery function and are encouraged to participate in all 

aspects of nursery operation on a regular basis.  Our nursery fosters community interaction and 

togetherness via native plant seed collecting and propagation.  The nursery family is over 50 

strong and we share morning teas and lunches together at the nursery.  We aim to carry out all 

our activities sustainably, by supporting “slow-foods”, “certified organic”, bicycling, recycling, 

reducing packaging, solar power and hot water, and waste-not want-not.  If you would like to 

become a volunteer at the nursery please get in touch.
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ONFARM MONITORING

In collaboration with the Sunshine Coast Fruit Growers Association, Maroochy Waterwatch conducted 
a unique pilot project monitoring on-farm water quality. This will aid farmers to develop environmental 
management systems to decrease the silt and nutrient loads entering the waterway from farms.

GROUNDWATER MONITORING

Groundwater has long been the ‘unknown quantity’ in the Maroochy River catchment due to little or no 
licensing requirements. This project recorded groundwater water levels at 18 bores throughout the Eudlo 
Creek sub-catchment on a fortnightly basis. This data was collated with rainfall information to determine 
recharge rates in that sub-catchment. Based on this pilot project, other groups have adopted similar 
groundwater monitoring activities in other catchments across the region.

SPLASH! THE FESTIVAL OF THE RIVER

Maroochy Waterwatch is committed not only to actively improving the environs of the river, but also in 
celebrating achievements and the life of the river. Splash! The Festival of the River was established as a 
biennial event. After 4 successful events, the festival was downsized due to lack of sponsorship and now is 

a poignant ceremony as part of the Coolum Kite Festival.
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Historical Projects
Over the years, a number of specific projects have been successfully completed by Maroochy Waterwatch. An example is the Maroochy 
River Erosion Study Project which contributed to a greater understanding of processes impacting on the health of the river.  Other historical 
projects include;
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Operational Partners

• Sunshine Coast Regional Council

•   Dept of Environment, Water Heritage and the Arts

Project Partners

Government

• Bureau of Meteorology

• Dept of Education

•  Dept of Employment, Economic Development and 
Innovation

• Dept of Employment and Workplace Relations

•  Department of Environment and Resource 
Management

• Dept of Environment, Water Heritage and the Arts

• Gympie Regional Council

• SEQ Water

• Sunshine Coast Council

Community and Not For Profit Organisations

• Conservation Volunteers Australia

• Coolum Kite Festival

• Coolum and District Coast Care Group

• Coolum Area Parks Society

• Currimundi Lake Catchment Care Group

• Landcare Qld Ltd

• Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre

• Maroochydore Scouts

• Mooloolah Waterwatch and Landcare

• Nambour Toastmasters

• Noosa Integrated Catchment Assoc

• Palmwoods Progress Association

• Rustic Pathways

• Seniors Kayak Club

• SEQ Catchments Ltd

• SEQ Healthy Waterways

• Volunteering Sunshine Coast

• Yandina Scouts 

Employment and Training Organisations

• Cadet Employment Services

• Campbell Page Employment Services

• Mission Australia Employment Services

• Qld Youth Industry Links

• Salvation Army Employment Services

• Skill Centred

Corporate, Industry and Business

• Energex

• Dolphin Marine

• Heritage Bank

• ING Insurance

• Lend Lease Developments (Coolum Beachside)

• Lend Lease Retail (Sunshine Plaza)

• NAB

• Swan Boat Hire

• UniDap Solutions

• Yamaha Australia

Affiliations and Memberships

• Qld Litter Prevention Alliance

• Qld Water and Landcarers

• SEQ Catchments Members Assoc

• SEQ Event Monitoring Forum

• SEQ Healthy Waterways Partnership

• Sunshine Coast Environment Council

• Sunshine Coast Litter Collective

• Volunteering Sunshine Coast

•  Various state and local government planning 
committees 
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Partnerships
Partnerships are crucial for the operation of the organisation for various projects and activities.  Below is a list of partners 

that help fund or are involved in our activities:
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Maroochy Waterwatch is proactive in ensuring the necessary planning for the river and the regional 

environment is undertaken.  Internally, the Strategic Plan will guide the activities and programs of the 

organisation.  Key priorities until 2013 are:

• Excellence in business, governance and administration,

• Developing a centre of excellence in environmental management,

• Supporting a learning community that leads to change, and

• Transforming our catchment and regional community.

In addition, Maroochy Waterwatch is a valued consultant in government planning processes.  Membership 

on advisory committees have included, but not limited to, water quality and quantity, urban stormwater, 

pest management, sewage treatment plant upgrades, on site effluent management, employment, training 

and education.
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Strategic Planning
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“It is most 
exciting to be 
involved with this 
vibrant 
organisation”

VERNON FLOOD
Long serving
board member



‘The Legend of Mt Coolum and Maroochy River’

Hundreds of years ago, in a dreamtime, a beautiful Aboriginal girl named Maroochy was loved by 

another of her tribe, Coolum, a young warrior whose union to Maroochy had the approval of the 

Elders.  One day a mighty warrior named Ninderry, who belonged to a fierce and warlike tribe, stole 

Maroochy while Coolum was out hunting.

Coolum outraged by what had happen, crept into Ninderrys camp late one evening and stole 

Maroochy back.  The two young lovers escaped.  When Ninderry woke to find Maroochy had 

escaped with the help of Coolum, Ninderry tracked them down and threw a huge nulla (club) at 

Coolum.  The nulla knocked Coolum’s head off which rolled into the ocean becoming Mudjuimba 

Island.  Coolum’s headless body turned to stone and became Mount Coolum.

Beeral, the Spirit God, had observed these events and was outraged at Ninderry’s actions, she 

immediately turned Ninderry to stone and he became Ninderry Crest.  Maroochy filled with sorrow 

fled to the Blackall Ranges where she wept so much, her tears flowed down the mountain range and 

became the Maroochy River. 
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Maroochy Waterwatch Inc
Donaldson Road (Behind Uniting Church,) Nambour 
(07) 5476 4777
info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au

Maroochy Catchment Services
Donaldson Road (Behind Uniting Church,) Nambour 
(07) 5476 4777
mcs@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au

Queensland Environment Sustainable School Initiative (QESSI)
Donaldson Road (Behind Uniting Church,) Nambour
(07) 5476 4777
sandy@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
clare@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au

Coolum Community Native Nursery 
Opening Hours: 8am-3pm Tuesday – Friday and Saturday 8am-12noon.
23 Warran Rd Yaroomba Queensland 4573 (opposite 156 Warran Rd)                                                                          
(07) 5473 9322
info@coolumnatives.com
www.coolumnatives.com
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