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DO YOUR BIT TO SAVE THE RICHMOND!
The mission to bring back the Richmond
Birdwing Butterfly to the coast has begun!

With the help of Maroochy Waterwatch and support from
the Buderim Foundation, you can be part of this important
program. Cerran Fawns, CEO of Maroochy Waterwatch
said “The Richmond Birdwing Butterfly is one of Australia’s
most impressive and beautiful native butterflies.
Unfortunately, due to land clearing, changes to
horticultural and agricultural practices and even the way in
which we garden, has brought about the threat of
extinction for this beautiful creature”.

“Unfortunately, the vine Dutchman’s Pipe, often fools the
butterflies as it is very similar to the Birdwing vine. A
butterfly will be fooled into laying her eggs on the leaves of
the Dutchman Pipe and then the larvae are poisoned when
they hatch and begin to feed”.
“The aim of this program is to remove Dutchman Pipe and
replace it with the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly Vine or
to simply start planting the vines in your backyard”. Ms
Fawns said.
Dutchman's pipe is a declared Class 3 pest plant under
Queensland legislation.
With the assistance of the Buderim Foundation, Maroochy
Waterwatch has a number of Richmond Birdwing
Butterfly Vines to give away to residents of Buderim. The
butterfly was once seen regularly in this area, but is sadly
now a rare sight.
If you are a landholder in Buderim and you have a desire
to help this beautiful species recover in the area, please
contact
Jacqui Smythe at Maroochy Waterwatch on 5476 4777
or jacqui@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
Jacqui Smythe and Clare Cox with the free vines

Maroochy Waterwatch is offering free Richmond
Birdwing Butterfly Vines to landholders in the Buderim
area to help the butterfly re-establish populations in the
region.
Ms Fawns added, “All butterflies are an important part of
the ecosystem, but the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly is
especially important because it can indicate the changes
that are occurring in our environment. In recent years,
their breeding habitat has been drastically reduced, as has
the one plant that provides food for the caterpillars – the
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly Vine”.

Contact 07 5476 4777
info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycathmentcentre.org.au
Follow
us on

Contact 07 5476 4777
Follow us on
info@maroochycatchmentcentre.org.au
www.maroochycathmentcentre.org.au
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At the Nambour Garden Expo

Coolum Community Native Nursery
157 Warran Road, Yaroomba
Ph: 07 5473 9322 Mob: 0427 022 038

Jake Hazzard, Manager of CCNN, with his merry band of
volunteers at hand to give advice .

www.coolumnatives.com

From the editor.
One of the great benefits this year was a starter pack of frog pond friendly plants...I have already arranged these
around my pond and they look great...I hope my baby eastern sedges appreciate all my efforts for their comfort.
The crew at Coolum have had a busy period over the last few months, what with Mr. Palmer and his new approach
to the resort, discounted plants, benefits for volunteers and now the new treats for schools initiative...great to see
so much community involvement. Lesya ..... Expo con’t P3

NEWSFLASH!!!! - 20% discount

Regular volunteers of the Coolum Community Native Nursery, Coolum District Coast Care Group and Maroochy
Waterwatch will receive a 20% discount off RRP for all books available at the CCNN.

Free Plants For Schools Program
From July 10th, 2012, Coolum Community Native Nursery is offering free native plants for Sunshine Coast
Schools. With volunteer numbers at an all time high, the nursery is producing large quantities of quality local
native tubestock plants, and it’s time we gave some away free of charge to our fantastic community of kids (and
their parents and teachers

Weeds of national significance update April 2012
http://www.weeds.org.au/docs/WoNS/

Websites The following websites contain
useful and interesting information about
weeds:
Gould League: www.gould.edu.au Weedbuster
Week: www.weedbusterweek.info.au
National Weeds Strategy: www.weeds.org.au
CRC for Weed Management Systems:
www.waite.adelaide.edu.au/CRCWMS
CSIRO: www.csiro.au
Australian National Herbarium: www.anbg.gov.au/
anbg/anh.intro.html

Environment Australia: www.environment.gov.au
Landcare: www.dpie.gov.au/agfor/landcare/nlp.html
www.agric.wa.gov.au/progserv/Plants/weeds/
Weedsci.htm

Information about Australian Weeds at Weeds
Australia Search: www.weeds.org.au

Common name

Scientific name
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Qessi news - Sustainability Education in Schools
Sunshine Coast QESSI Hub......time to reflect......
Here we are in the third term of the final year of 3
years funding to implement Education Queensland’s
Earth Smart Sustainable Schools program. By the
end of this year QESSI Hubs across Queensland will
have delivered one year's support to the state's 1000
primary schools (47 on the Sunshine Coast), initiating
a whole school approach to embedding the ethos and
practices of environmental sustainability, through the
process of developing, implementing and evaluating
SEMP’s – School Environment Management Plans.
Two of the program’s long term goals include reducing
the environmental footprint of schools and educating
for sustainability - an outstanding opportunity to
respond to an awesome and enduring global issue.

The question’s currently in our minds are:



Is an offering of one year (4x10 week terms)
support enough to embed a whole school
approach to educating for sustainability along
with a long term commitment to reducing the
school's ecological footprint and undertake
ongoing biodiversity improvements in school
grounds?



When program funding ceases, how will our
QESSI Hub continue to sustain Sunshine
Coast school communities with their SEMP
processes, use of the SEMP tools and
resources, and the growth and deepening of
networks and partnerships that provide
learning opportunities for the future population
of influential thinkers and citizens to be active
in securing a sustainable future?
For our Earth Smart program coordinator, Sandy
McBride and program facilitator, Clare Cox, 3 years
secure funding for one shared full time position has
eliminated the need to endlessly compete in a gamble
of grant seeking to fund the operation of their
capabilities. It has meant instead, active time has
been focused on delivering direct support with the
greatest of care and respect to school communities
challenged daily by the constant pressure of a
diversity of change issues. It has meant working with
first class tools and resources, program outline, and
training and program coordination. Resourced through
a State Government commitment from 2009 – 2012,
this program has enabled one third of our region’s

schools to contribute to the regional community's
focus on the challenging work of embedding
sustainability in its values, systems, processes and
practices.
Some great things contributing to real
change.......through the SEMP process, participating
schools have identified and acknowledged the level of
sustainability actions they are already engaged in;
have identified and recorded specific goals to work
towards achieving, have identified priority issues to
address that are specific
to
their
school's
resource
use
and
environment. Further,
schools have initiated
planning for a series of
strategies and actions
across the whole school
to generate change and
have begun to take
advantage of opportunities to connect their
sustainable school journey with the Sunshine Coast’s
abundant and knowledgeable environmental
organisations and educators.
Currently.......we can offer support for Sustainable
School development outside the Earth Smart program
on a fee paying basis. We've been contracted by the
Sunshine Coast Council to deliver part of the
Stewards of the Future project with the development
of a data base of environmental education providers in
the region working with schools in the area of local
biodiversity and catchment care. This project also
involves doing a needs analysis and exploring options
for an interactive portal for school-based
environmental education resources supporting the
incorporation of local environmental issues into
Sunshine Coast schools.
We are very keen for our 8 years of experience,
relationships with school staff, contacts, school
networks and resources be utilized and continue to
work towards educating this region's citizens of
tomorrow to take their place in helping it become
Australia’s most sustainable region.
Clare Cox, Sandy McBride

Nambour Garden Expo (cont’d)
Maroochy Waterwatch Environmental Officer, Jacqui
Smythe, with a little bit of help from her friends,
conducts another successful
Macro-invertebrate
workshop...(read as water bugs) at the My Backyard
section of the Nambour Garden Expo.
Who was it that said “give me a child till he/she is seven
and you can have him for the rest of his life” If we can
engage children as young as these little ones in the
environment with this amount of enthusiasm we need
not fear for the future of our planet.
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Green ArmyWe interviewed some of the graduating Green Army
recruits about their experiences with Maroochy
Waterwatch.

Pierre Conrad Figueira.
How has the Traineeship helped you?
The traineeship has helped me gain a sense of
difference in culture and work ethics between what I
was used to and what I was trying to assimilate
towards, which despite two years prior study was still
an unfamiliar area for me. It also helped me to gain
new strengths, such as the speech craft course, which
has focused me in a way that could be important in
the future.
Would you recommend Waterwatch, what was the
most memorable achievement?
Yes, I would recommend Waterwatch as a valuable
exposure to the complexities and challenges of land
care. My most memorable moment was starting out
last on a walk back from a steep site and reaching the
summit first, I challenged myself to see if I could
physically achieve this and I did.

Teena Saulo-Hamilton–
Admin. Trainee
How long have you lived on the Sunshine coast?
I have lived on the Coast for almost a year. Firstly at
Mooloolah and currently in Flaxton.
Can you give a small picture into your life?
I worked on documentaries about Southeast Asian
Indigenous and Women’s Issues. I also taught basic
photography, photographic journalism and making
documentaries at a private uni in Manila.

One of the best responses (we’ll keep this one anonymous) I’ve heard
to date!!

“Yes I would recommend Waterwatch as a future
employer because they are a great workplace....
The most memorable moment was when....(...) went
to pee under a tree and a branch fell and hit him on
the head!”
Daniel Manton
I would recommend to everyone, it has been so
rewarding with the skills, tickets and meeting lots of
people. I will go on from here and finish my chainsaw
skills. I also really enjoyed learning about Bush
Tucker on our visit to Wijuti Grub Nursery.
Sean Bailey
How has the traineeship helped you? It has helped
me achieve my tickets, a knowledge of plants and I
have made many new friends.
What would you like to achieve? I would like to
follow a career in landscaping or landcare as it’s my
passion and I love the outdoors.
Yes I would, especially working as one of the Green
Army. I joined them for a day and gained first hand
experience. The brief time I worked with Jacqui during
frog and mangrove monitoring reminded me of some
photo assignments I did in my country. I learned of a
few new species of frogs and mangroves found on the
Coast.
Working with Cerran and Shalin in the office was also a
fruitful experience. While redesigning the MWW and
QESSI material enabled me to update my skills in
Adobe Photoshop and Word Press.

How did you find out about the Traineeship
Scheme?
I Googled - Employment
Programmes
for
Migrants
on
the
Sunshine Coast . After
being interviewed I was
accepted at MWW.

What would you like
to achieve next?
I would like to do a
photo
documentary
project and hopefully
hold another exhibition
the Coast as well as in
Brisbane which would
need
lots
of
determination
and
planning.

How
has
the
Traineeship
helped
you?
It helped me put some
theories into practice. I
had previously been
working on design work
and teaching photoshop. My tasks were revision and
redesigning some of MWW’s informational and
Need a Photographer? Got a vision for a pamphlet,
educational materials enabling my return to publication
need someone to design it? Visit Teena on
design.
teenasaulo.photoshelter.com/

Would you recommend MWW? What was the most Email:
memorable achievement ?

teenasaulo@yahoo.com

Maroochy Waterwatch is one of the host organisations in partnership with Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre
(DEEDI) to deliver work placement programmes to English as a second language people.
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A report from the Environmental Officer’s Desk
“The nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself.”
(Franklin D.Roosevelt)

SUCCESS
Subject: RE: Congratulations
From: Steven Williams
Hi Cerran, What a thoughtful email, thank you so much. It has been a long, but rewarding journey through
university and as Jacqui may have told you I received 3 offers, so the decision making process (which I have
talked about so many times in assignments and exams) was actually put into practice.

Jacqui was a great help in the decision making and I really enjoyed and benefited from working with her at MWW
- she is a wonderful environmental scientist.
Similarly Cerran, I appreciate your friendliness, environmental inspiration, the trust you instilled in me to work at
MWW and your openness to let me come on board and meet so many great people. I will keep you updated on
my progress and hopefully we can work together another day.
I apologise for not making it into the office in person, yet I am moving to Melbourne on the 08th of July and am
considerably busy with those preparations. I do look forward to earning money again!!
Thank you again and the kindest of regards, Steve.

Sunshine Coast University Environmental Science
student, Steven Williams, under Industry Placement,
participated in frog monitoring, water quality mapping
and monitoring , as well as volunteering, during his
stint with Maroochy Waterwatch, under the guidance
of our Environment Officer -Jacquie Smythe. Steve
attributes this experience as a positive factor in gaining
his employment.

To ensure our strict quality guidelines are maintained,
all of our water quality equipment is calibrated
monthly. This calibration process is a collaboration
between MWW and SEQ Catchments. As we now
have a combination of older water quality units and
new ones, the calibration process is further
complicated. It is quite a scientific process but is very
interesting.
If anyone is interested in the process, please call
Jacqui (5476 4777) - you are more than welcome to
along and help out at a calibration day.

A big thank you to the Sunshine Coast Council and the Palmwoods branch of
the Heritage Building Society from Maroochy Waterwatch Water Monitors for
the funding of 2 new Water Quality Analyzers

Thank you
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Maroochy Waterwatch River Patrol
Why do we do what we do !!!!? Interesting question!
Probably
the
answer is - because
it’s for a good
cause,
we
get
satisfaction
&
enjoyment for simply
doing it.
Most folk would
think that retrieving
rubbish from our waterways may seem somewhat
distasteful, even though the majority is plastics...70%
percent of plastics in the World’s Oceans sink.
Imagine that. All that plastic stuff sitting on the
Ocean’s floor. Fifty years ago, most flotsam was
biodegrabable. Now it is 90% plastic, & practically
indestructible.” (extract from the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch….THE WEEK…..28 May 2010).” If
you want a copy, just ask me.
So, that’s why I do what I do !!! Even on my canoe
excursions I manage to pick-up several bits & pieces.
Three weeks ago upstream from Dunethin Rock,
during a 2-1/2 hour paddle, I filled up the stern of my
canoe with plastics, mostly bottles.
The River Patrol
continue to retrieve
unusual
objects,
such as T.V’s; car &
4WD tyres & rims;
cupboards;
gas
cylinders; furniture;
shopping
trolleys;
push bikes;
A dead cow in
Coolum
Creek;
thongs; the odd dinghy on the loose; household refuse
in tied plastic bags (can you believe this ???). Plus
the never-ending plastic & glass bottles.
Make’s it even better when the River Patrol’s boat
engine is running ok. Yes, there’s been some hiccups
of lately & it’s rumoured that Admiral Glenn has
considered a plank walk .This all started with possible
“Fuel Cooler” blockages due to mud/sand, electrical;
etcetera...etcetera... Aaaaarrrrggghhhhh !!! I feel
better just thinking about all this. But alas, we are in
action again now that the boat has been serviced. We
also installed a mobility hoist for those that get stuck
in the mud photographing dead cows.
So, the Good Ship ‘Garbo’ with Thermostat tweeked,
new plugs & changed oil will be plying the high seas
of our river & creek systems, in pursuit of good for the
Human Race - flotsam, here we come !!!!!....or should
I say…gotsome, there it goes.
The Mooloolah River Mangrove Monitoring by W.W’s
Jacqui is nearing completion & a couple of the Crews
have ventured up Mountain Creek & Mooloolah River
for this sole purpose
John Clemones (Captain)

The Dead Cow Debate!!
(with apologies to our sensitive readers!)

“The cruise boat pulled us over this morning on their
tour to see what we can do about the dead cow near
Petrie Creek! Told him we had run out of bags for the
morning but we would look into it (or look at it). What
the hell did he want us to do with a dead cow I
ask?????”
“The beastie was originally up Coolum Creek, have
photos to prove it on the 3rd, but obviously poor
pasture up that way so it has wandered downstream
looking for the bright lights.”
“We didn't particularly want to lasso it because what
would we do with it then? Plus a bit sad after being in
the water so long. Made good time though over the
past week. So goat, cow, possum, dogs, lizard, snake,
turtle, wallaby so far. Lucky there are no elephants
around “
“Opposite Petrie Creek this morning so hopefully it will
exit the premises with the next few tides before it gets
struck by a jet ski or parked in front of the Cotton Tree
Caravan Park.”
“Capt'n Clemo just brought up a good point.”
“Perhaps there is a "float-illa" of cows on the river. If
one was up at Dunethin last week then perhaps this is
another one as it would have to really motor to get to
Petrie today. Apparently the bovine in question is still
resting opposite Petrie Creek. It appears to be totally
relaxed at the moment so hopefully it has found a
happy home for a while - and also a visual treat for the
eco tour boat.”
“Just had two calls, one after the other, telling me the
bovine in question is still opposite Petrie Creek. There
are about twenty crab pots in the vicinity. The word is
out! “
“I reckon I'll wait a while before I experience my
first taste of local Mud Crab.”
“Apparently the cruise boat bloke had contacted a
couple of agencies/council but no show so far.”
Excerpts from a series of emails between Capt Clemo, Admiral Glenn
and The Boss
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Coolum Sewage Treatment Plant
Augmentation & Wetlands Trial July 2012
Background:

UnityWater met with interested parties to
present an overview of the Coolum STP
Upgrade, including the trial wetlands
project. This presentation was requested by
Cerran Fawns due to community interest in the
wetlands project
Key questions addressed at the meeting:



How did this project evolve?

Partha Susarla, Strategic Planning Manager

Answers submitted after the meeting:
Will we use local native species in the wetland
plantings?
Only native Australian species will be used in the
wetlands. As part of design and construction tender
process, contractors are required to nominate their
proposed species list within their tender. Where ‘nonlocal’ species are recommended, a risk assessment of
the potential for species to spread beyond the site will
be required. Where a significant risk exists alternative
species will be requested. Unitywater has identified
the following species for consideration within the

What level of involvement will be offered to
community groups to become involved in
planning and implementation of the wetlands,
specifically the species selection and planting
phase?
Unitywater recognises the valuable contribution which
local community and environmental groups can make
towards the planning and development of the trial
wetlands project. While Unitywater will engage a
contractor to manage design and construction,
recommendations for community involvement will be
incorporated into the project schedule.
Unitywater will advocate the involvement of Maroochy
Waterwatch as potential suppliers and would be
happy to supply contact details to the contractor/s for
consideration. As the contractor is responsible for the
performance of the wetland and the involvement of
external community groups will be at their discretion, a
supplier agreement will need to be arranged with the



Description of the project – how big;
design of the project; timing



Have we been given a relaxation on our
discharge allowance?



What is the impact on flora and fauna as a
result of discharge? Discharging untreated
effluent onto the site?



Community engagement and involvement.
Jacqui and Colleen compare notes

contractor/s. In the short term, Unitywater would
welcome suggestions on preferred species to be
submitted for consideration by the contractor/s.
Has Unitywater considered the high level
maintenance required to maintain plants due to
growth from TN and TP?
Unitywater has considered the maintenance required
for the long term operation of the demonstration
wetland. Once the wetland has been established there
will be limited maintenance required to keep the
wetlands healthy.
Unitywater recognises the purpose of the trial is to
better understand the impacts on plant growth and
nutrient uptake in the wetland environment, to ensure
operation and maintenance of the full scale wetlands
is successful.
Please provide the Coolum catchment boundary
map and service population estimate.
2012 Catchment population: 27,000 Equivalent
Population
2031 Catchment estimate population: 35,000
Equivalent Population
For any further information, please contact Unitywater:
Email: community@unitywater.com
Phone: Customer Service Centre on 1300 0 UNITY
(1300 086 489)

It was good to see some robust discussion with UnityWater staff.
UnityWater project managers are currently reviewing the project schedule to identify opportunities for further
community engagement/information sessions and they will keep me updated as this progresses.
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Odds and Sods
Great invader’s poison could also be its downfall!!
In a series of experiments, scientists from the University of
Sydney and University of Queensland planted the poison in
traps set in water bodies to catch tens of thousands of toad
tadpoles. “A chemical ‘bait’ created from the toads’ poison is
a real magnet for toad tadpoles,” said Rick Shine, Professor
of Evolutionary Biology at the University of Sydney’s School
of Biological Sciences, and the lead author of the study,
published in the
Proceedings of Royal Society B...more
http://theconversation.edu.au/great-invaders-poison-couldalso-be-its-downfall-7609

But baby it’s cold outside!!
Nature going about
her business...black
swans (MaroochyHome of the Black
Swan) floating down
the canal to say
hello, waddling up to
the deck in the hope
of a titbit .

Unwelcome visitor!! Lerat (pictured) - probably fell
through the light fitting whilst trying to get warm ........
Creepy finding two beady eyes peering at you whilst
you are doing your most productive thinking of the day
and to top it all off....he pinched all the loo paper...well
it was cold!
... Lerat has now gone to ratty heaven...

These guys hiding in
unexpected places must be warm in the
compost bins and
worm farms!

Now THAT’S recycling!!
How do you draw attention to the
scourge of plastics polluting our oceans?
If you're an artist at the U.N. Conference
on Sustainable Development, held in
Rio through June you use plastic bottles
to build a trio of gigantic fish, then
illuminate them on the beach.
www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/21/fish made-of-bottles_n_1617018.html

(CHRISTOPHE SIMONE/AFP/GettyImages)
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