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Benefits from stream-
bank  vegetation
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Limits stream-bank and 
channel erosion

Traps sediment, nutrients 
and other pollutants before 
they reach the waterway.

Contributes to healthy 
terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems.

Helps control the growth of 
nuisance plants and algae.

Enhances recreational and 
aesthetic values.

Increases value of land.

Can improve returns from 
grazing.
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This brochure:
Is intended as an easy to follow guide for tree planting 
in riparian areas, and should be used in conjunction 
with the species lists for riparian plantings in the 
Maroochy-Mooloolah Catchments brochures.  It is 
important to use the correct species list for your soil 
type.   If you require more detailed information please 
write or phone (contact details on back page) and we 
will be most happy to assist you.

                   Maintenance
   
Maintenance is an essential 
and long-term commitment. 
Here are some guidelines to 
follow:

Ongoing weed control 
is essential to successful 
planting. 

If weeds occur hand 
pulling, hoeing and 
herbicides can remove them. 
Mulching will also reduce 
weed growth.
  

         “Crash grazing”- 
supervised grazing for short 
periods of time can control 
weeds.

  
         Ongoing watering is 
only necessary in riparian 
areas during very dry periods.  
Water is then required only 
once or twice.  Good 
mulching will red uce this 
need.  “Dry farming”- 
encourages better root 
penetration and plant 
stability.

  
          Disease and insect 
infestation occur naturally 
from time to time and  trees 
will usually recover naturally. 
Professional advice can help 
in extreme cases.

        

  
        

Tip: Good weed control in the 
first 1- 3 years will help 
establish a canopy quickly 
thereby reducing the amount of 
effort needed in the long-term. 

Technical advice and  practical 
support may be available from 
your local Landcare or 
Catchment Care Group as well as 
from MMCCA.  Your local 
Department of Natural Resources 
may also be able to offer 
assistance.

Production of this brochure was 
funded by the Commonwealth 
Government’s 

 and was supported by 
Queensland Department of 
Natural Resources, Maroochy 
Shire Council and Caloundra 
City Council.

For more information 
contact us at

MMCCA 
PO Box 573
NAMBOUR  QLD  4560

Tel: (07) 5451 2269
Fax:(07) 54551 2260

Natural Heritage 
Trust



                                 Planning
       Objective                          Species                           Spacing

      It is more cost effective 
to protect areas in good 
condition than to repair 
them later.

Tips: Sites of major erosion 
will require professional 
advice.

      
      Close spacing of 0.5m is 
recommended for shrubs, 
such as Lomandra

     A spacing of 1-2m is 
suitable for most trees 

      A spacing of 4-6m is 
needed for large trees.

Tips: Spacing is mostly species 
dependent (smaller growing 
species closer together).
Low bushy shrubs (eg wattle) 
can be used to cover bare soil, 
and later removed.
Close spacing can reduce the 
growth of seedlings as they 
compete for sunlight, nutrients 
and water.       

     
        Choose species from 
Riparian Species Lists 

 Tips: Use species native to the 
site whenever practical and/or 
possible.
Use salt tolerant species for 
areas affected by salt.

      Soil moisture                         Fencing                                Frost

            Stream bank planting position

 
       In the Maroochy-
Mooloolah Catchment 
planting is possible all year 
round, except in dry spells. 

Tips: Summer floods may wash 
away plants- prepare to lose 
some seedlings.

 
       Fences prevent stock 
animals from trampling soil 
and damaging seedlings. 

Tips: Electric fences are 
cheaper and allow for more 
flexibility in placement (solar 
powered in remote areas).
Construct gates for occasional 
stock access.

 
       Be aware of potential 
frost damage on open areas 
along the riparian zone.

                     Procedure
                Pr epar e

W at e r

D ig h ole

W at er
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         Clear the area of weeds by hand 
pulling or using herbicides. If using a 
herbicide, it needs to be applied 2-3 
weeks prior to planting.

If seedlings are being stored prior to 
planting, they should be watered daily.
Complete landscaping or in-stream 
work (eg. placement of rocks or logs) 
before planting.
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! Tips: Use herbicides registered for use 
along waterways.
Clear the area of weeds for at least 1-2m 
in 

cultivating to a depth 
of 20-30cm before planting.

diameter.
Hard soils may need 

!     Water                             
seedlingprior to 
planting

 
 

         Make a hole in the  
prepared soil 2-3cm 
deeper than the height of 
the plant container, and 
twice as wide. 

     If the ground is 
dry, pourwater 
into the hole.

 

      Fertiliser is only required in 
poor soils, or when wood based 
mulches are being used that 
absorb nitrogen. If required, use 
fertiliser as directed on the pack. 
Too much could cause root burn. 
Use low phosphorus fertilisers 
whenever possible. 

       Carefully remove the plant 
from its container. Place the 
seedling in the hole so that the 
top of the potting mix is 2-3cm 
below the ground. Backfill the 
excavated soil while gently 
pressing it down to remove all air 
pockets. 

     Water the plant in 
with aminimum of
3-4 litres of water.

  
 

!      Spread mulch around 
the base of seedlings for a 
1m radius with a minimum 
depth of 15-20cm. Leave a

cm gap around the 
seedling.to prevent stem  
rot. 
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!    Water again - twice 
within the first two 
weeks unless there is 
good rainfall

Tips: 
Dry compact mulch requires more watering
Mulch types - pinebark, woodchips, 
lawnclippings, cane trash, bagasse (processed 
cane waste), sawdust, dead plant material or 
gravel/stones (useful in flood prone areas).
Mulch preserves soil moisture and suppresses 
weed growth.
Woody mulches can absorb nitrogen. 25-50g 
nitrogen is recommended to combat this in 
poor soils (eg. handful of chook pellets).
Staking should be avoided, but may be 
required for support or protection, or for 
locating seedlings. If required, place the stake 
in the ground before planting, and use a soft, 
flat material (eg. old pantyhose) to tie the 
plant loosely to the stake.
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Stream

Upper Bank:
- Large trees
- Drought 

hardy
- Deep rooted 

species Middle Bank:
- Medium 

sized plants
- Have roots 

that quickly 
anchor them 
to the ground

- Large 
canopies

Lower Bank:
- Low growing, flood tolerant, 

multi-trunked plants with 
extensive root systems
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Shrubs: 
0.5m spacing

Trees: 
1-2m spacing

Large trees:
4-6m spacing 
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